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one knows the story of what followed. Mary
had been married in the July of 1565. In the
March of the following year, as she and Rizzio
sat at supper in her tiny private dining-room at
Holyrood, Darnley entered and stabbed Rizzio to
death.
We might have expected Elizabeth to take
sides against Mary in this affair, but she did not.
Instead she sympathized with her, and took her
side against Darnley. She said that had she been
in Mary's place on the night of Rizzio Js murder
she would have " snatched my lord Darnley's
dagger and stabbed him with it ". Mary did not
do that; she bided her time and waited for her
revenge, and before the next year was out, in
February, 1567, Darnley himself was murdered
at Kirk o' Field.
The story of his death is one of the most in-
teresting " murder mysteries " of history. Darnley
had been persuaded by Mary, against his will, to
go to the desolate Kirk o* Field. There he was in
isolation, recovering from illness. He had a room
with a window built out over Flodden Wall, with a
dark narrow lane running beneath it. Mary, instead
of spending the night with him, had gone to a
wedding feast, away at HolyroocL Quantities of
gunpowder were piled into the empty room below
Darnley's bedroom. A band of murderers sur-
rounded the house in the darkness. Darnley must
have heard them, realized he could not escape
through the house, and so got out of the window.